Harding University

Scholar Works at Harding
The Bison

Archives and Special Collections

4-2-2021

The Bison, April 2, 2021

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison

Recommended Citation
The Bison, April 2, 2021. (2021). Retrieved from https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/1968

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open
access by the Archives and Special Collections at Scholar
Works at Harding. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Bison by an authorized administrator of Scholar
Works at Harding. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@harding.edu.

~

0April
Q 2, 2021

A H A R D I N G U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T P U B L I C AT I O N

Vol. 96, No. 15

Facebook: Harding
University Student
Publications

THE

@HUStudentPubs

NEWS

Online at TheLink.Harding.edu

RACHEL BIBLE
student writer
The city of Dallas
dedicated a street to honor
Harding alumnus Botham Jean
Saturday, March 27, and many
campus members — as well as friends,
family and Dallas citizens — attended
the event in honor of Jean.
The day, March 27, has been officially
named Botham Shem Jean Day by Dallas
Mayor Eric Johnson.
The portion of the street that has been
renamed includes the Jack Evans Police
Photos by NAMON POPE Headquarters, which Jean’s mother, Allison
Botham Jean’s parents, Bertrum and Allison, pose for a photo and speak with
Jean, said is a powerful tribute.
the media on the newly renamed Botham Jean Boulevard in Dallas on March 27.
“Every single Dallas police officer has to
Previously Lamar Street, Botham Jean Boulevard runs in front of the Jack Evans
say
his name,” Allison Jean told a reporter
Police Headquarters and the apartment where Jean was killed in 2018.
for CBS news on Friday. “‘Yeah? Where do
you work? What’s your address? 555 Botham
Jean Blvd.’ They will say his name.”
The city decided to dedicate the street in
early January 2021, and the Botham Jean
Foundation has been working on the ceremony
since. The foundation was started after Jean

Arkansas lifts mask
mandate, campus responds
CAROLINE BIRDWELL
head copy editor

Arkansas’s statewide mask mandate
expired Tuesday, March 30, after Governor
Asa Hutchinson announced the decision at a
press conference. In response, the University
announced some adjustments to COVID-19
protocols.
Mask-wearing will still be required in
classrooms, chapel and indoor common
areas, according to Harding Executive Vice
President David Collins, who is chair of the
on-campus COVID-19 task force.
In an email sent to students on Wednesday,
March 31, Dean of Students Zach Neal
announced adjustments the University would
be implementing. These adjustments include
allowing guests in residence halls, allowing
campus organizations to gather without
special permission, combining chapels to only
meet in the George S. Benson Auditorium,
and the option to remove masks in residence
hall rooms or office meetings if individuals
are 6 feet apart.
“We are very thankful for your patience
and continued compliance with our campus
COVID-19 protocols,” Neal said in the
email. “Isolation and quarantine numbers
have remained low for our students, faculty
and staff throughout the spring semester
and an increasing number of employees and
students are receiving the vaccine.”
According to Collins, based upon selfreported and other anecdotal information,
they estimate that around 60% of employees
have received the vaccine. The majority of
these are believed to fit the Centers for
Disease Prevention and Control (CDC)
criteria for being fully vaccinated. Collins

also said he estimates that as many as 1,000
students have received at least one dose of the
vaccine, but the majority of those likely will
not fit the CDC criteria for full vaccination
for another few weeks.
On Wednesday, March 17, David Ross,
assistant vice president of human resources,
sent an email to employees updating mask
policies for those who are vaccinated. Ross
said that following the CDC and Arkansas
Department of Health’s updates to maskwearing protocol for those who have been
vaccinated, employees are allowed to gather
in small groups for meetings and remove face
masks if all individuals in the meeting have
completed the vaccination process. Ross said
the directives did not apply to the classroom,
chapel and other public spaces on campus.
Prior to the University’s March 31
announcement, some faculty addressed maskwearing protocol for their personal classroom
settings. Dr. Nathan Henton, associate
professor of English, told his classes following
Texas’s mask mandate removal March 10 that
regardless of what the University or state
decided, anyone who entered his classroom
was required to wear a mask.
“It really comes down to spiritual mandates,”
Henton said. “It’s loving neighbor as self
… I do wear a mask because I’m concerned
for myself, sure, but I also wear a mask even
at times when I don’t necessarily need to
because I’m trying to express to others that
I care about them and that this is my way of
‘loving neighbor as self ’ and ‘caring for the
least of these.’”
Sophomore Abbi Rockwell said the
University’s response to lifting the mask
mandate was confusing in its delivery.
“It [seemed] as though [Harding was]
skirting around the actual mandate of wearing
masks,” Rockwell said. “They didn’t outright
state, ‘Masks are still required on Harding’s
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campus,’ which might be confusing for some,
or seen as a green light for those who do not
desire to wear masks.”
The new changes in Arkansas and at
Harding may bring opposing views, but
some students think Harding’s guidelines
are sufficient for the time being. Junior Cody
Porter said he is glad Arkansas has lifted
the mask mandate and that the University
guidelines reflect it, to an extent.
“Based on Harding’s COVID situation,
I am glad they have loosened some of the
restrictions,” Porter said. “I have no concerns
with the new guidelines and would be more
than happy if the guidelines were even looser
than they are now … The state no longer
has a mask mandate, and I’d be perfectly
comfortable if the University didn’t either.”
Senior Rachel Palmer, who does not agree
with the state lifting the mandate, said she
is hesitantly in agreement with most of the
University’s new guidelines.
“I think protecting the vulnerable among
us is the most important thing we should do
in the midst of such a devastating disease,
but I recognize the need for a sense of
normalcy in this year that has been
everything but that,” Palmer said.
“I think the new guidelines are a
good balance of recognizing the
need for continued caution
but allowing more normal
activities in light of the
COV I D d a t a o n
campus we’ve seen
this semester.”
Collins
said that the

was shot and
k i l l e d by a
former Dallas
police officer in
his home in 2018.
The foundation serves
to continue the missions
that Jean supported during
his life, including a children’s
home in his native Saint Lucia,
which is in the Caribbean.
The ceremony included speakers
from Jean’s church in Dallas, his mother,
sister and several civil rights activists. The
speakers focused mostly on the goodness
that Jean showed in his life and the way in
which he has impacted the world.
Johnson shared thoughts during his speech,
recounting Jean’s legacy.
“The city of Dallas mourns with you,”
Johnson said. “We honor your son’s legacy, and
hopefully this is just a small demonstration
of how we feel about the contributions that
your son made in the very short period of
time that we had him here.”
People from all over the country came to
witness the dedication, including students,
faculty and staff from Harding and the Good
News Singers group. The group performed
during the ceremony as a memorial for Jean’s
love for music.
Jessica Berry, an admissions counselor for
Harding, was among those who attended.
Berry is also the daughter of one of the
speakers, Sammie Berry, the preacher for
the congregation Jean attended in Dallas.
Berry described the ceremony as a somber
celebration of all of the different parts of Jean’s
life. Those who attended, online or in person,
were given a glimpse of the impact of Jean’s
life while witnessing a memorial to him.
“One word to use is ‘bittersweet,’” Berry
said. “We were excited to see Botham’s
name on the street, and we could reminisce
on all the good he attributed to the world
and Dallas. Yet, it reminded us that we lost
a really great man.”

University will continue to discuss COVID-19
regulations as the semester continues, listening
closely to health officials and keeping students
and employees informed.
“Campus leaders continue to meet regularly
and stay up to date on information coming
from [the] CDC and the Arkansas
Department of Health as we make
decisions that are specific to our
campus community,” Collins
said. “If further adjustments are
made during the remaining
weeks of the semester, they
will be communicated
to students and
employees.”

Photos by AUDREY JACKSON

Dr. Nathan Henton wears two masks while teaching a class in the Olen Hendrix Building March 31. Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson announced on
March 30 the statewide mask mandate would end that day.
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IP confirms summer 2021 semester abroad

HANNAH SEIBERT
student writer
GABRIEL HUFF
asst. news editor

Executive Director of International
Programs Audra Pleasant confirmed March
15 that Harding’s International Programs
(IP) will resume this summer.
Pleasant sent the announcement to summer
abroad programs, giving each group about
a week to confirm whether they planned to
participate. When students study abroad this
summer, it will have been over a year since
IP groups were sent home in 2020 due to
COVID-19.
T h e
Harding
University
in England
(HUE),
Harding
University in Florence (HUF), Harding
University in Greece (HUG), Art and Design
International (ADI), Summer Undergraduate
Research in Florence (SURF) and Scholars
Abroad programs are scheduled to take place
with modified formats. The IP office began
tracking COVID-19 case numbers on Feb.
15, 2020, and has continued to follow the
trajectory of the pandemic in each program’s
location daily for the past 13 months.
Pleasant said the programs will be limited

to places they can visit and always defer to
the strictest health regulations.

“Each program has been reconstructed to
take place in locations that permit educational
student travel,” Pleasant said. “Other
modifications have been made to minimize
time spent in quarantine and comply with
health and safety protocols in each planned
program location. Case numbers, vaccination
rates and local regulations continue to shift
daily, and program guidelines will continue
to adapt to comply with Harding’s policies,
as well as local law.”
Pleasant said students are not required to
get vaccinated. However, IP is encouraging
vaccinations, and the vaccines will become
mandatory if visited countries mandate
vaccinations, she said.
Pleasant also said three summer programs
— the college of business, the college of
education and Bison Athletes in Training —
were rescheduled for summer 2022 due to
lack of enrollment or deferral by the program.
HUE, usually scheduled every fall, will occur
this summer because students were interested
in going before next fall.

“While the summer study abroad programs
have been adapted to meet COVID-19
requirements in each of their locations, this
has created some unique opportunities,” IP
communications and recruiting coordinator
Stephen Chandler said.
“For instance, because HUF has been
short[en]ed into two, one-month sessions,
this has allowed students who might not
be able to go abroad for a full semester the
chance to have a study abroad experience.”
Sophomore Emily Ericson, who is attending
the ADI program, said she was excited to
hear the news of going abroad despite the
placed restrictions.
“I just knew that there was a possibility
that the trip would be canceled, and I’d have
to be OK with that,” Ericson said. “I was just
happy to find out two countries [were] going
to be good for us to go to.”
Tr a ve l
restrictions
between
the United
States and
Europe and within Greece, Italy and the
United Kingdom remain in place. Educational
travel is permitted, but independent travel
away from the program will not be offered
to students for the summer 2021 semester.
HUG and Scholars Abroad will remain in
Greece for the duration of their program,
while HUF and SURF will remain in Italy

Student Life announces new
group meeting guidelines
ELLIE SHELTON
student writer
EMMA JONES
news editor
Dean of Students Zach Neal announced
in an email to the student body on March
31 that group organizations would be
allowed to gather without getting special
permissions from the Student Life office.
Club activities directors were told to follow the
previously existing process of approval for club
meetings and functions, but were encouraged to
continue to follow Centers for Disease Control
guidelines regarding distancing and masks.
“It’s no longer necessary to meet with me
for COVID-19 specific guidelines, but we ask
that [directors] would go through the process
of filling out and submitting an activities
sheet,” Neal said. “We also ask students that,
when possible, to not have more than four
people in a vehicle travelling to functions
because it reduces risk of exposure and makes
it easier to contact trace if someone did
happen to test positive [for COVID-19].”
After spring break, Student Life informed
social club activities directors that functions
would be approved to take place off campus,
eliminating the COVID-19 guidelines
that had been in place for the fall semester
that restricted clubs to meeting on campus

only. However, Club Week, functions,
meetings and Spring Sing practices have
been allowed during the spring semester.
Each club’s activities directors were
in charge of learning the guidelines and
planning functions accordingly. Sophomore
Paul Stone is one of the activities directors
for men’s social club Gamma Sigma Phi.
Stone said that after spring break, activities
directors were notified that the ban on
off-campus functions had been lifted.
“Planning is tougher, and there are more
procedures we have to follow than before,”
Stone said. “One of those procedures [was]
meeting with the deans and laying out the plans
for how we will social distance at functions.
We also didn’t know until after spring break
if we could have functions off campus, so
being flexible and patient is really important.”
Junior Anna Johnston is one of the activities
directors for women’s social club Ju Go Ju.
“[Planning functions] is definitely a lot
harder because you have to think of every
little detail,” Johnston said. “For instance,
instead of just saying, ‘We are going to have
this food,’ you have to figure out how and who
is going to serve it, while making sure that
a ton of people don’t touch the same thing.”
Johnston said that she is thankful for the work
the deans have put in to make functions happen
because without them, it would not be possible.

for the duration of their program, and HUE
and ADI will remain in the United Kingdom
and Italy, respectively. Pleasant also said
students must test negative for COVID-19
72 hours before returning to the U.S. at the
end of the program.
“Due to
the strict,
on-going
regional
travel
restrictions
that will likely limit any travel outside of
Florence, two four-week sessions of HUF
are being offered in place of a full summer
program,” Pleasant said. “The cost of the
program has been substantially reduced to
reflect the modified itinerary. Each session
of HUF is being limited to 20 students in
order to have the flexibility to implement
quarantine procedures within the villa, if
necessary.”
Pleasant said some abroad programs have
seen an increase in enrollment, specifically
HUE and HUG.
“For any students curious about studying
abroad this summer, or any time of the
year, we would love to meet with them,”
Chandler said.
Students can visit the IP office Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or email
IP at international@harding.edu and follow
them on Instagram @HUintl for updates.
Graphics by AVERY TILLETT

Photos by AUDREY JACKSON

Men’s social club Chi Sigma Alpha members play archery tag at their function
on March 27. Students attended “Sketa” event at the Rock House March 28.
Student Life announced on March 31 that group organizations could gather
without special permission from the deans.

Faculty, students petition to keep Kroger open
BEN LANE
student writer

Photos by AUDREY JACKSON

Shoppers leave Kroger on 1601 E. Race Ave. on March 30. The Kroger Delta
Division announced the Searcy location will close May 1.

The Kroger Delta Division announced
March 11 that they would close their Searcy,
Arkansas, location on May 1, 2021, due to poor
performance sales. In response, Harding faculty
and students circulated petitions across campus
last week in favor of keeping Kroger open.
Ava Conley, adjunct professor of foreign
languages, created the petitions that circulated
campus after Alice Jewell, retired Harding
English professor, asked for help to gain
signatures in favor of keeping Kroger open.
Jewell had been collecting signatures in the
Cloverdale neighborhood before asking
for assistance. Conley identifies herself as
an almost-exclusive Kroger shopper and
a “concerned citizen” who is afraid that
Kroger’s closing will have negative impacts on
both the Searcy and Harding communities.
“We’ve got all this Harding community
here, and we’ve got the neighborhoods around,”
Conley said. “They don’t want to go to Walmart.
There’s a couple small housing divisions
where stay-at-home moms walk to Kroger.
I was surprised at how many people came to
the store on foot with a toddler with them.”
This is not the first time the Searcy
Kroger has been set to close. In 1990, Kroger
officially closed the building, and employees
had either been laid off or offered a position
elsewhere. However, Jewell wrote in a text to
Conley that the petitions to keep Kroger from
closing reversed the decision to close the store.
The paper petition has received a
combined total of more than 700 signatures
f rom the Harding petition and Searcy
community petitions. Conley hasn’t counted
the number of students who signed, but
she said that six sheets of paper had been

filled with signatures in less than 24 hours.
“Kroger’s close, it’s convenient, there
is a community aspect that I don’t think
corporate has taken into consideration, and
that is the Harding community,” Conley said.
Not only is the local Kroger a staple for
the Harding community, but for many Searcy
residents as well. Many of the Searcy Kroger
employees have worked there for over a
decade, so closing the store will affect them.
David Forthman, 13-year employee of Searcy
Kroger, is aware of the petitions on campus.
“I’m very happy about it, and so is
ever ybody else here,” Forthman said.
Additionally, Conley said that students
take advantage of the Kroger app, which offers
discounts and sometimes free products. One
student told Conley they saved $10 using the
app. Kroger also offers specialty products in
the organic and gluten and dairy free sections
that surrounding grocery stores do not offer.
“As someone who has a food allergy,
Kroger has always provided lots and lots
of options for me,” junior Darby Mohon
said. “Kroger has smaller quantities of
things, but oftentimes has more and better
selections with higher quality ingredients.”
Mohon is a resident assistant in
Sears Hall, and she placed the petition
in the lobby of her dorm. She said she
advised her residents to shop at Kroger.
“They’re half and half,” Mohon said. “Half
of them think Kroger is sketchy, and half
of them have Kroger at home and love it.”
Though she is not surprised that Kroger
is closing when she considers the economic
standpoint, Mohon said she is “deeply heartbroken.”
Forthman said he does not believe the
petitions will be enough to stop Kroger’s closing.
He said that the climate has changed in grocery
stores and consumers now prefer to order online.
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OPINIONS
Let’s talk
about it

Investing in
community

Sally Roach
Guest Writer

on’t judge a book by its cover.” This
teaching has become more of a
sentiment than a maxim, as we inevitably
choose the things that are appealing, the
novels with the technicolor sleeves.
Surely you have passed Kroger on your
way to Walmart, glanced at its decrepit
facade adjoined to an abandoned, and also
decrepit bank and thought, “Ugh, that
place is nasty.”
Before I came to Harding, all that I
knew about the Searcy Kroger was that it
was where my Meme got the cookies and
cream ice cream that my brother swore
was the best ever created. By sophomore
year, I became devoted to Kroger because
of their produce, accessibility and location.
I realized that Kroger was one of the only
times that I interacted with people outside
of the Harding community.
If you go to the grocery store every
two or three days like I have, you start to
build a relationship with the people that
work there every day. Spending five extra
minutes of my day to go through a real
checkout line and have a real conversation
with the cashiers is the way I have tried to
invest in this community in a small way in
the last few years.
With the recent news of Kroger closing
May 1, I have had many conversations with
“

3A

my friends that work at Kroger. Their hours
have increased because a lot of people quit
as soon as they heard the news. They are
scrambling to find jobs in a community
that may not be able to offer them what
they are leaving behind at Kroger. They
are angry.

'

Investing in community
looks like investing in where
the people are, what serves,
feeds and makes them
happy.

''

– Sally Roach,
guest writer

A common position of the employees I
have talked to is that it is Harding’s fault
that Kroger is closing. Sparing you the
details of their intrigues, it comes down to
the issue of gentrification. Gentrification
is the process where a poor area is changed
by wealthier people coming in, investing
money in beautifying the city and attracting
new businesses, therefore displacing the
current inhabitants of the community. As
Searcy grows, in part because of Harding,
nicer neighborhoods pop up and businesses

Eric Johnson

Opinions Editor

are created to cater to the Harding
“demographic.” We pour our money —
what little we have — into businesses that
have been created with “us” in mind. What
about the rest of our community? Are we
investing in things that the community
outside of Harding cares about?
Maybe Kroger could have survived with
a complete renovation or a relocation, if it
were just prettier. Walmart may be to blame,
of course, but no matter the real reason,
Kroger closing makes me mindful of an
individual’s agency within the community
they are in. We may “put our money where
our mouth is,” but it looks like our mouth
is on things that serve us, feed us and make
us happy. Investing in community looks like
investing in where the people are, what serves,
feeds and makes them happy. Kroger was
this place for so many people that I have
interacted with over these few years, and
I pray that as it closes they are able to find
jobs, use their food stamps elsewhere and
find community within another checkout
line. Maybe we can join them in that next
space, wherever it is.

''

SALLY ROACH is a guest writer
for The Bison. She may be
contacted at sroach1@harding.edu.
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We can do
better

n his 1963 song, “Blowin’ in the Wind,”
Bob Dylan pleads, “How many deaths
will it take till he knows that too many people
have died?” While they were likely meant to
address the Vietnam War at the time they
were written, these words could just as well
be addressed to all of us today regarding our
current gun violence epidemic. The recent
mass shootings in Atlanta, Orange County,
California, and Boulder, Colorado, have once
again reminded us of this epidemic, which
has apparently failed to magically disappear
with time.
These seemingly routine outbursts of violence
speak to several issues that currently plague
our society: intense isolation, an increasing
embracement of extremist ideologies, a lack of
mental health resources, easy access to deadly
firearms and a political system that seems
increasingly unable to adequately address these
issues. It feels at times as though this vicious
cycle is just a part of life — something to get
used to — and that the next mass shooting
will inevitably come in just a matter of time.
It feels like, maybe, this is just our new normal.

We can do much more than
we currently are to prevent
gun violence in this country.

'
What’s' your opinion?

– Eric Johnson,
opinions editor

However, this type of defeatist attitude must
be avoided. Moments like this should call us
to action, not apathy. We can do much more
than we currently are to prevent gun violence
in this country. We can choose to have more
sensible gun laws. We can invest more in mental
health services. We can get rid of procedural
roadblocks, such as the Senate filibuster, that
prevent reform. We can do more to reach the
lost in our society on a personal level. While
these efforts would by no means eradicate all
gun violence in this country, they would help
make a difference. They would save lives.
I am well aware of the controversial nature
of the gun control debate in this country, and I
do not wish to merely push any partisan agenda
here. I simply seek to say that the conversation
on how we can better prevent these tragedies
from occurring, along with preventing routine
gun violence in general, is a conversation that
we need to be having. And it is a conversation
service project with women’s social club that we must ensure ends with meaningful
Zeta Pi Zeta (ZPZ) and men’s social changes. It is one thing to have a series of
club Sigma Nu Epsilon (SNE). Relay for mass shootings take place; it is another thing
Life (if it still happens) will be done with to watch these unfold and make no serious
SNE, and Shantih is involved with the effort to prevent future ones from happening.
most collaborative Spring Sing show of We can do better.
them all: ZPZ, SNE and women’s social
In addition to reigniting the gun control
clubs Chi Omega Pi and Iota Chi — all debate, the Atlanta shootings, whose victims
of which are in the medium to small range were almost all women of Asian descent, have
but include friends that teamed up with a prompted a greater national awareness of anticommon goal.
Asian violence and racism. Anti-Asian prejudice
Shantih has always felt like a family and abuse in America is nothing new, and it
to me. My class of 2019 quickly grew to has unfortunately been worsened ever since
become sisters: Older members feel like the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic. Too
older sisters I can turn to, younger members often are Asian Americans marginalized and
feel like younger sisters I can mentor, the mistreated in our culture. We can do better.
beaux feel like either my brothers or best
As painful and heartbreaking as these
friends, and the group has a bond that large mass shootings are, they become all the more
clubs can never really achieve. This is true depressing when we fail to take meaningful steps
for both men and women’s small clubs.
toward preventing a future attack. Let us come
There are plenty of people who are right together and begin to develop comprehensive
for large clubs, and I thought I was one and effective solutions that could help save the
of them for a while. But I am incredibly lives of potential future victims.
grateful that I was introduced to small clubs
So, how will we answer Dylan’s echoing
because a small club is where I need to be, question? How many deaths will it take? We
and Shantih is where I belong.
have the capacity to say enough is enough.
We can take action and change history. We
can do better.
ELIZABETH DILLARD is a student ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions
writer for The Bison. She may be editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at edillard@harding.edu. contacted at ejohnson7@harding.edu.

To have an opinion published in The Bison, contact
the Opinions editor Eric Johnson at
ejohnson7@harding.edu.

Elizabeth Dillard
Student Writer

S

ocial clubs are great. They are wonderful
opportunities to find friends, have
adventures and take a lot of random photos.
One major difference between clubs is their
size. Some clubs have over 100 members;
others have less than 20. Larger clubs get
a lot of attention, mostly because of their
size and influence, but I am here to sing
the praises of small clubs.
Small social clubs are underrated. I
have been in the small women’s social
club Shantih since fall 2019, and it has
been amazing. There is so much less stress
during the club process. I did not have to
worry about meeting with all the current
members one-on-one, getting signatures
or making a good enough impression to
get voted in. I was dedicated to the club I
chose, and I know I made the right choice
for the right reason, so I was welcomed
with open arms. Choosing a small club
doesn’t have to be someone’s first option,
but if it’s where you end up, put in as much
effort as you can.
Let us not forget that small clubs have
an easier Club Week. There are less names
to memorize, almost none of them require
new members to address old members every
time they are seen and the activities have
lower stakes. There is little to no shame for
messing something up; the week is more of

staffMadison Scott

Singing the praises
of small clubs
a detailed introduction to the club with a
few obstacles rather than a series of trials.
Here are a couple of simple, but valid,
things about small clubs: There are more
opportunities for offices and leadership. The
smaller size almost guarantees members
will have at least one office throughout
their time. Also, I stand out more as an
extrovert in a small group. I do not feel
lost in a crowd of people. I get more of a
voice because I am a vital part of Shantih’s
future, so what I have to say matters.

I am incredibly grateful that
I was introduced to small
clubs because a small club
is where I need to be.
– Elizabeth Dillard,
student writer

Something I recently discovered that I
love is that smaller clubs often collaborate
with other clubs. There is more networking
outside your own club. Service projects,
Relay for Life, Spring Sing — you name
it, small clubs have banded together and
done it as a team. Just this year, we did a
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Student Writer

How should
Christians
vote?
A

s a first-time voter, I contemplated what
to consider when deciding how to vote.
As a Christian, I realized that God has given
me the perfect guidebook. Second Timothy
3:16 says, “All scripture is God-breathed and
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness.” I knew that I
must choose a candidate who defends biblical
values. While some political issues may leave
some room for interpretation and differing
opinions — such as taxation, foreign policy
and whether the poor should be supported by
the government or the church — I found three
issues on which the Bible is clear.
From the beginning, God created two
genders and defined marriage as between
a man and a woman. In Matthew 19:4-6
Jesus says, “He who created them from the
beginning made them male and female, and
said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and
his mother and hold fast to his wife.’” Marriage
is a God-defined union. God is clear about
where he stands on it, and therefore, where
we as followers are to stand on it. Christians
should not allow the government to redefine
what God defined in the very beginning. I
asked myself, “Am I really loving my neighbors
if I support and endorse them living contrary
to God’s commandments?” I knew that as a
believer, Christ should impact every area of my
life, therefore making it impossible to separate
my faith from my political stances.
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I knew that as a believer,
Christ should impact every
area of my life, therefore
making it impossible to
separate my faith from my
political stances.
– Ellie Shelton
student writer

When researching what the Bible teaches
regarding abortion, I came across Jeremiah
1:5, which says, “Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, before you were born I set
you apart.” Exodus 20:13 says, “You shall not
murder.” What I gathered from this is that
God created each baby with a purpose, and
that murder is a sin. This defeats any case for
abortion not being evil. Even if I agreed with
a candidate on every other issue, I could not
vote for someone who endorses the murder of
pre-born babies.
Finally, I considered the future of the church
and the oppression of free speech. It is of
the utmost importance to me that my future
children and grandchildren have the freedom
to worship God and live according to the
Bible. Because of this, I must ensure that the
candidate to whom I give my vote will appoint
judges who will never restrict a church from
preaching the entire Bible. It concerns me that
future government policy may cause churches to
lose their tax-exempt status and possibly cause
ministers to be prosecuted if they preach that
homosexuality or abortion is wrong, or if they
refuse to officiate a homosexual wedding. If
churches lose the right to teach biblical truth,
may it not have happened because Christian
voters like me supported the wrong candidates.
I concluded that as a Christian, it is my
duty to stand up for Jesus, not to jump on a
worldly bandwagon, automatically adopting
popular views without running them through
the inerrant filter of God’s word. In John 10:18,
Jesus says, “If the world hates you, keep in mind
that it hated me first. If you belonged to the
world, it would love you as its own.” We can
be assured that the world and the mainstream
media will make fun of Christian stances, but
Jesus said that we will be blessed when we are
persecuted because of him. So when we feel
that we are hated by the world, just know that
we are probably on the right track.

E L L I E S H E LT O N i s a s t u d e n t
writer for The Bison. She can be
contacted at eshelton1@harding.edu.

Rachel Bible
Student Writer

I

think it’s really hard to admit when we
don’t know the answer to something.
There are moments when we are met with
vulnerability from someone asking hard
questions, and it may not be in our nature
to say “I don’t know.” We want to comfort
others with knowledge, logic or some kind
of reasoning, but the truth is that there
may not always be an answer.
It’s really difficult to ask big questions
with the knowledge that there may not
be a clear answer. It’s kind of scary to ask
sometimes. It’s even harder to admit that
you don’t have the answer, especially when
you want nothing more than to prove your
side to be right or show how much you
know. There is no shame in not knowing
the answers, not having it all together and
maybe not convincing the skeptic that your
side is right, but you should still be asking
yourself and others the questions that don’t
have a particular answer.
We all have seen the game that kids
play with adults where all they do is ask
“Why?” until the adult tells them either
the most truthful thing you’ll ever hear, or
tells them to stop asking. Generally, it’s just
thought of as childhood curiosity, dismissed
because of youth. It’s in our nature to ask
questions to those we perceive to be wiser
than ourselves. We need people in our lives
who are going to ask hard questions, and
we need to be that person for others.
I have spent a lot of time recently thinking
about why there is such a correlation between
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Asking the hard
questions
asking questions and youth. Why is it that
curiosity is associated with children and
cats? Adults are supposed to have answers,
and kids are supposed to ask the questions
that adults have the answers to. Kids aren’t
supposed to ask questions with no answer,
and adults aren’t supposed to tell the kids
that they don’t have the right answer.

I believe that one of the best
things you can get from your
time here is the comfort in
being able to admit that you
don’t have all the answers.
– Rachel Bible
student writer

I’m about to graduate from Harding
this spring. I’ve put in my four years in
Bible courses, I’ve been to Greece, I was
even the devotional director for my club.
Even with all of those benefits, there is
still no way for me to have all the answers
to every question. I am seriously, sternly
and wholeheartedly trying to say that I
should not have all the answers or even
know the right questions to ask. We aren’t

expected to get it all, but I think that we
are required to ask questions of each other
and ourselves. In fact, I firmly believe that
humans shouldn’t have all the answers.
We should be questioning our faith.
We have the unique ability as Harding
students to learn from men and women
who believe in the gospel and be surrounded
by many like-minded peers, which is not
something that you will find everywhere
in the world. While you’re surrounded by
this strong community of believers, why
not ask hard questions and be supported
by women and men of faith?
I believe that one of the best things
you can get f rom your time here is the
comfort in being able to admit that you
don’t have all the answers. There is such
beauty and vulnerability in believing in a
God that does know all things, without
having to fully know yourself. This isn’t
so much about faith as it is about asking
questions — not to be the devil’s advocate
or just to be the kid in class who poses
highly philosophical questions, fully aware
that there is no answer to it. It’s not about
any of that. It’s about asking yourself the
things that you don’t know and finding the
beauty in being able to admit that which
you don’t know.
RACHEL BIBLE is a student
writer for The Bison. She can be
contacted at rbible@harding.edu.

Remembering Mary-Lou Dunn (1948—2021)

o me, she was the sage in the back
corner.
To everyone else, she was the head wizard
at one of the more magical places in town.
For 40 years, Mary-Lou Dunn served as
director of the Sunshine School, a place of
belonging in Searcy for children and adults
with special needs.
A lifelong resident of White County who
got her master’s in special education from
Harding in 1977, Mary-Lou dedicated her
entire adult life to serving a unique population
with extra compassion and care. And she
was the right person for the job. Humble
and easy-going but also a fiercely passionate
advocate for the disabled, Mary-Lou knew
every student in her school. She knew every
situation and every need, and the students
loved her.
So did her staff. When she died on Feb.
27, 2021, at age 72, tributes flowed in from
her co-workers, who called her the best boss
they had ever had, an “outstanding mentor”
and a “wonderful director.” At her service,
one even called her “the compass in my life
that pointed true North.” Her successor and
life-long friend praised her great way with
words, her deep faith and her wisdom in
dealing with people.
Mary-Lou originally wanted to be a college
English professor (though why anyone would
want to do that is beyond me). Yet her life
changed when she volunteered at the newly
formed Sunshine School as a senior at Searcy
High in 1966. She ended up teaching for
seven years at McRae Elementary School
before taking the job that would define her
career in 1978.
For a long time, the school was in a
facility that had no heat. Mary-Lou joked
that you could always tell when it was too
cold because the water in the fish tank froze.
Later, the school moved from a converted

Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

army barracks to its current specially-built
facility on Airport Loop. When the pandemic
is over, you should go there sometime.
As the proud uncle of a nephew with
Down syndrome, I know some of the joys
and challenges of these very special people,
and I was always in awe of Mary-Lou and
others who give so unselfishly to them and
who believe in them when others might
not. As a dedicated volunteer for Special
Olympics Arkansas year after year, she was
a champion for the athletes and cheered
louder than anyone.
Mary-Lou was a woman of many interests.
She was an avid patron of live theater and
served on the board at Searcy’s Center on
the Square. She was an intense Arkansas
Razorbacks fan and would sometimes bring
up the team during prayer requests in our
Bible class. She absolutely loved the beach
and spent time every year with a group of
special friends at Gulf Shores, Alabama. The
music at her celebration of life party was a
montage of vintage beach tunes. I suspect
her service was the first and last time that
the song “Yellow-Polka-Dot-Bikini’’ was
played over the College Church of Christ
loudspeaker.
Mary-Lou’s roots in White County went
deep. Her great-great-grandfather laid out
the streets in Searcy and named them after
streets in Philadelphia — Arch, Race, Market,
Vine and Spring. Her mother was part of the
Yarnell family, and if you haven’t had their

ice cream, she would ask what exactly you
think you’re doing with your life.
The Sunshine School serves 65 to 75
students. Before she retired in 2018, MaryLou also managed the White County Group
Home, a residential facility for 15 adults with
special needs. She had started the home 30
years earlier.
Many Harding students have had
connections to the Sunshine School over the
years through volunteering or social clubs.
If they got the chance to meet Mary-Lou
Dunn, they saw a woman living out her faith
daily in active — often intense — service
to others.
I knew her best, though, as the sage in
the back corner. When I came to Harding
in 2003, I started attending College Church
of Christ and almost immediately joined the
Barnabas Class, a group with no demographic
in particular. I gravitated to the front row.
Mary-Lou held court in the back corner, as
she had for years before I got there.
It never failed that during our discussions,
the voice from the corner would pipe up.
Full of wisdom and wit and not a little
sass, Mary-Lou shared her insights in a
way that always took the conversation up a
notch. It was a blessing to benefit from her
lively commentary for 18 years. Even as her
last year was spent attending Bible class via
Zoom, she somehow still managed to sit in
the back corner.
It was fitting that her celebration of life
was a weenie roast. “If you’re eating for a
cause,” she always said, “the calories don’t
count.” So, I had an extra hot dog in MaryLou’s honor. And next year, I’ll say a prayer
for her Razorbacks.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Madison Scott, the editor-in-chief, at mscott9@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Savant in
thought
Ryan Gallagher
Sports Editor

There is nothing better than the day
you become filled with hope as you put the
winner down in your bracket for March
Madness. Unfortunately for me this year,
ESPN would not let me sign in, so I did
not end up submitting my bracket. But for
everyone who is interested, I had Wisconsin
winning. That was a big mistake.
March Madness truly is an interesting
period for sports fans. I never, out of my own
free will, decide to watch a basketball game
unless it is for the tournament. With that
being said, I do not ultimately care about
who wins the tournament. Coming from
Washington state, the world of college sports
is almost irrelevant. Despite this, everyone
comes together for March Madness.
Who doesn’t love making a bracket? The
answer should be, “no one.” It is a time to
test your luck and have high hopes until the
number-15 seed makes it to the sweet 16
(Thank you, Oral Roberts). Everyone knows
their bracket will not be perfect, but that is
what makes it fun. Someone could have the
best bracket, and usually it is not because of
the best-seeded teams winning. Making a
bracket involves randomly calling upsets. It
is not every day a number-13 seed beats a
number-four seed. It does happen, though,
and when it does, the brackets go wild. When
you lose a final four member after the first
round, well, you start hoping for next year.
This year has been one of the best years
yet for March Madness; 5.875 is the magic
number, which is the highest seeding of the
sweet 16 yet for the NCAA tournament.
Sports fanatics know exactly what that
means: upset galore. Oral Roberts University,
University of California Los Angeles, Oregon
State University and Syracuse University: I
thank you for making this possible and for
ruining many of the brackets. Despite only
half of them making it to the elite eight, their
contributions will be remembered. Upsets
make sports that much more enjoyable. In
2018 when number 16 University of Maryland,
Baltimore beat number one Virginia in the
first round, the nation was in shambles.
About a quarter of the brackets were doomed
already. It was chaos, but more importantly,
it was history. That was the only time a 16seed beat a one-seed, and who knows when
it will happen again?
As a sports fan, March Madness unites.
From the soccer fans, to the basketball fans
and even ultimate frisbee fans, there is room
for your bracket. The person who follows
basketball religiously has just as good of a
chance making a perfect bracket as someone
who has never touched a basketball in their
life. If sports were perfect and the numberone seed always won, where would the fun
be? The spice of the upsets makes it exciting
for sports fans and even some of the nonsports fans.
For those wanting to achieve the perfect
bracket, flipping a coin may be a good way
to do it. As for myself, I pick a random team
seeded between three and 12 and say, “There
are your winners.” While it used to always be
Duke, there was a need for change as they
cannot win it every year. For this year, it was
Wisconsin, and, well, I am glad ESPN did
not let me submit my bracket.
RYAN GALLAGHER is the sports
editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at rgallagher@harding.
edu.

Harding hosts, wins first
annual invitational

Photo by JEFF MONTGOMERY

Junior Sydney Tabor leaps a hurdle during the first annual NextEra Energy Harding Invitational for track and field
on March 20. Harding athletes won nine of the 19 events.
JAXON NASH
was by Josh Syrotchen set in 2016 at 170 5000-meter (3.11 mile) race during the event,
student writer
feet, 4 inches.
breaking the record of 15:52 previously set
“We had about 200 athletes from different by 33 seconds, with a time of 15:19.
“Since COVID, getting all of our hard
Harding hosted nine schools in the first schools across Arkansas and Missouri,” head
annual NextEra Energy Harding Invitational cross-country and track coach Don Hood work out there and being able to display it
for track and field on March 20. Of the 19 said. “SAU, Lyon College, College of the for the people in the local community was
events that took place, the Bisons won nine Ozarks and Philander Smith brought the my favorite part of the weekend,” Pruim said.
Harding plans to implement the invitational
of them, leading to a 102-point victory over most athletes.”
Hood said the event gave his athletes as a yearly event to give the team a home
Southern Arkansas University, who was in
opportunities to compete in front of their crowd feeling at least once a season. Pruim
second place.
Among the winning competitors, a number classmates and professors instead of unfamiliar said that he was looking forward to competing
each year in the invitational.
of Harding athletes broke personal and faces.
Sophomore Daniel Watrous competed in
“Hopefully next year, without all of COVID,
school records during the meet. Sophomore
Ben Ferris moved up in the rankings to fifth the races and emphasized the uniqueness of maybe we can get some more people out
there and drum up some more emotion for
place nationally after clearing 5.01 meters this invitational compared to others.
“We did a great job,” Watrous said. it,” Pruim said.
(16-05.25) in pole vault.
Overall, the team enjoyed competing in
During the invitational, Bison athletes “Everyone was doing an amazing job at
broke two school records and tied another their events. I don’t think many people left a place that was already familiar to them.
“The team enjoyed the meet,” Hood said.
while obtaining four NCAA provisional unsatisfied from the race.”
Watrous said his favorite aspect was seeing “It helps to have the extra motivation from
marks. Senior Mitchell Kessler provisionally
qualified for nationals in his event with a so many familiar faces at the track and getting being at home. I thought it helped us to bond
as they cheered and encouraged each other.”
school record of 58.40 meters (191 feet, 7 cheered on by the faculty and staff.
Sophomore Jackson Pruim ran the
inches) in hammer throw. The last record

International athletes unite on the track

Photo by Caroline Palmer

Members of the track team chat around a table in the student center on March 30. All four members pictured either
reached provisionals at the Texas Relays or qualified for nationals.
SOPHIA TOTH
student writer
TIANE DAVIS
editorial asst.

Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS

Searcy, Ark., 72149

Harding’s international track athletes have
achieved many accomplishments this outdoor
season, with two women reaching national
provisional marks and two men breaking
records, reaching national provisional marks
and qualifying for nationals at the University
of Texas for the Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays
meet on March 25.
Freshman Dorian Chaigneau broke his
own school record for pole vault by clearing
5.30 meters (17 feet, 4.5 inches) at Texas
Relays. Because of this feat, Chaigneau
automatically qualified for nationals, which
will take place May 27-29.
Chaigneau graduated from a competitive
school in France before he brought his talents
to Arkansas.
“I am going to try to break the outdoor
— I think it’s around 5 meters,” Chaigneau

said. “My goal is 5.40 meters, and I think
it’s possible. The coach is really good, [and]
all the guys push you to do better.”
Senior Kinga Szarzynska, from Poland,
ran the 800-meter at Texas Relays with
a time of 2:10.09, which was an NCAA
provisional time. W ith a Division II
provisional time, Szarzynska is among
the athletes who have a chance to qualify
to compete in the national championship
in May.
A community was easily formed among
the international students, which created an
encouraging environment while competing
athletically.
“It’s fun to be teammates with Dorian as
another French speaker [on] the team,” junior
Anna-Noelle Clerima, from France, said.
“He makes me think of home, and I miss it.”
Clerima also met the NCAA Division
II provisionals in the 400-meter with a time
of 55.75 seconds.
Fallou Gaye, also from France, reached
the provisionals in the 400-meter hurdles at
Texas Relays as well.

Some of the track athletes from France
mentioned the French and American differences
pertaining to track and field. Paris native
and sprinter Clerima said she preferred the
French style due to its competitive nature
against teammates instead of time.
“In France, it is all the time with the club,”
Chaigneau said. “It’s difficult to study and train
at the same time because the system of school
is not made for training. But here, all that is
possible . . . I pole vaulted a lot for my last
graduating program. I’d study, like, 27 hours a
week, plus 15 hours of training. It’s hard to be
relaxed because all the time, you’re running.”
Freshman Tad Kirby agreed with Chaigneau
about the encouraging aspect of the track
and field team.
“The team aspect of track is often overlooked
because of its solo performance aspect, but
Harding’s team is such a close-knit family,”
Kirby said. “Everyone is super close and
always super encouraging.”
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Love at first invitational
GRACE HURT
student writer

Sophomore track athlete Madison Smith
had a surprise waiting for her at the end of
the NextEra Energy Bison Invitational on
March 20.
The Harding University track team hosted
the first NextEra Energy Bison Invitational
Saturday, March 20, where Smith participated
in the 1500-meter, 800-meter and 4X400
meter relay. She set personal records in both
the 1500 and her leg of the 4X400 relay.
Smith’s boyfriend, Lee O’Pry, and her
mother traveled to Searcy to watch Smith’s
first home track meet. On the way to the
invitational, O’Pry stopped in Little Rock,
Arkansas, where he bought an engagement
ring.
After the meet ended, the head crosscountry and track coach Don Hood sat the
team down for a meeting before releasing
them to clean up. After being released, Smith
walked over to her mother and O’Pry to let
them know that it would be a few minutes
before she was ready to go. As Smith talked
to her mom, O’Pry walked behind her and
got down on one knee.
“Lee could barely get the question out,
he was so nervous,” Smith said. “When he
was finally able to get it out, he [looked] at
me and [said], ‘Will you? Will you marry

me?’ Of course I said yes.”
O’Pry called Nieves Megias, a close friend
on the team and future bridesmaid of Smith,
and asked her to help with the proposal.
“I knew about the proposal before because
Lee, her boyfriend, asked me for some help,”
Megias said. “I talked to her a couple of
days before, and she was not expecting the
proposal at all. It was so beautiful when I
saw her reaction and how surprised she was.”
Smith and O’Pry first met in high school
while O’Pry was playing football and Smith
was on the cheer team. They started dating
in high school and then took a break before
running into each other a couple years later.
Smith and O’Pry dated most recently for nine
months before they got engaged.
“She is a great person, and I love her to
death,” O’Pry said.
After the proposal, the track team gathered
around and began to cheer for the newlyengaged couple.
“I was blown away,” Smith said. “I had an
amazing day of competition on the track and
[topped] it off with a proposal.”
Smith said she asked Hood to officiate
her wedding in July.
“I asked him at lunch one day because he
has been more of a spiritual leader and had
a bigger impact in my life than the pastor
at my church,” Smith said. “He was excited
and said, ‘Wow, Maddie, I’d be honored.’”

Photo by Caroline Palmer

Sophomore Madison Smith displays her engagement ring at the First Security
Stadium on March 31. Smith’s boyfriend proposed after Smith completed
her first home track meet.

Harding athlete competes in the ‘Peanut Invitational’

Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

Sophomore Jamaric “Peanut” Hill and supporters pose for a group photo at the Peanut Invitational at First Security Stadium on March 19. Although Hill
was unable to participate in tournaments this season, his coach wanted to honor his hard work.
HANNAH KELLUM
student writer
Head cross-country and track Coach Don
Hood proposed the idea of having the “Peanut
Invitational” to give sophomore Jamaric
“Peanut” Hill an opportunity to showcase
his track skills at competition level during
a season on the sidelines. On March 19,
Hill got an independent and individualized
opportunity to highlight his hard work.
“When someone works hard, they need to
be honored, and Peanut is one of the hardest
workers we’ve got,” Hood said. “When some
people face adversity, they quit, and he is not
a quitter. What’s great about Peanut is that
he’s seeking to be what God calls him to be,

and that deserves support. We are going to
give him that support.”
Hill faced obstacles this semester that
prevented him f rom participating in
tournaments. He continued to train at
practice, but his competitive season came
to a halt. Hill still performed at his highest
level in spite of time away from the sport.
“Not competing this year and going to
actual track meets brought me down, but
when Coach [Hood] hosted the Peanut
Invitational, it gave me encouragement and
confidence,” Hill said.
Hill did not run entirely alone during his
special track meet. Freshman Tad Kirby ran
alongside Hill, giving him the reassurance
he needed, then stepped back to let Hill

finish his race.
“Everyone likes running and runs better
when other people are with them,” Kirby
said. “I ran the first 40 meters of the 100
with him to help him get a good start out
of the blocks. Then, I dropped off and let
him finish.”
During his races, Hill broke his personal
records in four different events: 100-meter
dash, 200-meter dash, long jump and triple
jump. With a 10.83 second 100-meter dash,
he beat his old record by 0.3 seconds. He
countered his previous 22.83 second in the
200-meter dash by 0.13 seconds. His past
record of 20 feet, 1 inch, on the long jump
was topped by a new record of 20 feet, 10
inches. His triple jump record of 40 feet, 11

inches, was replaced by a record of 42 feet,
2 inches. He raised the standards across the
board with help from his supporters.
“I hit a new personal record in all of the
events that I did because of the encouragement
from other sports teams, teachers, teammates
and coaches,” Hill said.
Hill’s contribution to the team does not
go unnoticed by the coaches, who affirm his
importance on the field. Assistant track and
field coach for multis, hurdles and high jump
Jessica Withrow said their program would
not be the same without Hill.
“He’s part of our team, and he puts in the
work,” Withrow said. “It wouldn’t be a team
without Jamaric Hill.”

Track and
Field

Edition

Lindsey Parker

Collin Brock

Cara Mason

Alex Hindman

Ellie Fantauzzo

track and field

track and field

track and field

track and field

track and field

When did you start
competing in track and
field?

Seventh grade

Fifth grade

Fourth grade

Seventh grade

Ninth grade

Who is your greatest track
and field inspiration?

Mondo Duplantis

Gus McCoy

Ryan Crouser

Don Wayne
Hood

Emma Coburn

What is your favorite event
at the Winter Olympics?

Half pipe

Luge or figure
skating

Ice skating

Bobsled

Figure skating

What are you most proud of
in terms of track and field?

10 foot clear for
pole vault

5k time of 17:20

Overall college
growth

Awarded AllAmerican as a
sophomore

1500 meter
time of 4:58
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‘How can I keep from singing?’
Harding choral groups perform for the first time in over a year

MADISON MEEKS
student writer
The Harding Universit y c hor al
groups had not performed live in over a
year, until last Friday, March 26.
The live concert consisted of the Harding
chorus singing five songs and the concert choir
singing five songs,concluding with a song together.
“Whenever I was picking out songs, I
was drawn to text and songs that were about
singing because it is something that we haven’t
been able to do collectively,” director of choral
activities and concert choir Dr. Susan Shirel
said. “The ways that we have been singing [are]
not normal, and the songs we [sang] about
[were] about the joys of singing, such as the
folk hymn ‘How Can I Keep from Singing.’
These songs [encouraged] all of us to keep
singing through these challenging times.”
Shirel said the running theme among
the songs was simply about singing.
“It has been very powerful for the students,
as an ensemble, to connect to these songs,”
Shirel said. “I [was] really excited for the
opportunity to share these songs. This [was]
the one public performance that these two
groups [performed in] this entire academic
year, which makes it all the more special.”
Senior Alina Westbrook said singing
together is a reminder of the truth found in God.
“There is so much excited energy in the
room when we rehearse together,” Westbrook
said. “We find so much joy in singing songs
of praise and getting to sing these songs
together. Through the most difficult moments,

these songs are a great reminder of the truth
that God is with us and that God is good.”
Senior Tommy Ghent said he is blessed by the
community he has found in the music department.
“I love my choral family here because
they bless me with their spirits of music,
of passion, and of love every time we sing,”
Ghent said. “Colossians 3:16 is hanging in
the Omni room upstairs in the Reynolds as a
reminder of our commission to ‘let the word
of Christ dwell in us and to admonish one
another with psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with gratitude to our God in our
hearts.’ We keep singing through everything
because it is what we have been called to do;
we should always have greater faith than fear.”
Senior Ben Brock said being a part
of choir has been a large part in making
memories and becoming the person he is today.
“In a year that has been so crazy, I am
so thankful to still be able to make lasting
memories making music with some great
people,” Brock said. “Being a part of choir
has shaped me into who I am today, and
seeing people come together in concert
choir three times a week to work towards
the same goal lifts me up. We have all
worked so hard to produce the best music
possible to share with our community, and
I think it [was] great and encouraging.”
For students interested in joining
Harding University chorus or concert choir,
auditions will be held before the fall semester
starts. More information can be obtained
by visiting the Music Department office or
reaching out to Shirel or Dr. Kelly Neill.
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Drs. Kelly Neill and Susan Shirel conduct chorus and concert choir in the Rhodes-Reaves Field House on March 26. The two groups held a joint
concert, performing for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic began.

Harding Network seeks to connect alumni, students
MAREN BONHAM
student writer
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Harding’s alumni and parent relations office
created a networking platform, Harding Network,
in spring 2020 to help connect people within
the Harding community from all over the world.
Undergraduate students, graduate students,
alumni and parents can use this platform to
connect with Harding members, whether
they are looking for a job in a specific area,
seeking a mentor or mentee, or needing a
place to live during an internship or new job.
“It is kind of like LinkedIn but just
for Harding,” director of alumni and
parent relations Heather Kemper said.
Kemper said that prior to social
media, many colleges would print books
for alumni to have as directories to stay in
contact. She said they have had an alumni
Facebook page for a while that currently has
around 8,000 members. However, Harding
Network takes it to another level, Kemper
said, by offering a directory feature in which
people can search by using different filters
such as major, social club, graduation year,
area of residence and more to network
with people from the Harding community.
“ Essentiall y, it gives a lot more
information, and ... on social media you’d
have to individually follow all those people
to get that information,” Kemper said.
“This just has it right at your fingertips
[and] allows you to connect [and] network.”
Kemper also said the platform works well
for allowing current students or recent graduates
who wish to relocate to another city to find
other Harding members to get connected with
or help get connected to a job or internship.

Harding Network is also available through an
app that can be downloaded on mobile devices.
“We used a product that is marketed
through a program called Graduway that
developed the Harding Network website
and app,” events and project director Shelbi
Bridges said. “You first download the app
called Graduway and log in with your
Harding account, then the icon turns into
a Harding logo and you can access Harding
Network, post pictures and see events.”
Harding Network already has helped
alumni make connections, find opportunities
and further their professional careers. Alumna
Rachel Coursey said she first heard about the
platform through an Instagram post and has
since been able to make many connections.
“The website has a mentoring section
for anyone who needs help reviewing a
resume or just [wants to] go out for coffee,”
Coursey said. “The site makes it possible
to connect with Harding alumni f rom
anywhere. It really has been so helpful for me.”
Kemper said that although they launched
the platform in 2020 toward the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandemic, she is looking
forward to promoting Harding Network when
alumni are able to visit for on-campus events
again. Kemper also said she encourages current
students to sign up to begin networking.
“We’re excited about the possibility
of connecting the Harding family this
way and letting the Harding family work
together to … really help each other and
lean on each other and utilize the network
that we have already created,” Kemper said.
Any member of the Harding
community can register for Harding
Network by either downloading the app
Graduway or visiting alumni.harding.edu.
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Print book sales had their best year in a decade in
the past year, the New York Times said, according to
NPD BookScan. Additionally, ebook and audiobook
sales increased, highlighting the solace many people
found in reading a book throughout the COVID-19
pandemic.
Part of this is a need to get into other people’s shoes
to learn about other people’s lives — fictional or real.
“We really do connect better with others, [and] we
relate to other human beings more fully when we’ve
had a chance to walk around in James Baldwin’s skin,
or, you know, Virginia Woolf ’s,” Dr. Nathan Henton,
associate professor of English, said.
Henton said he has a specific theory when it comes
to the increase in physical book sales over ebooks or
audiobooks.
“For years, print sales have been declining, we know
this,” Henton said. “But what happened during the
pandemic is that we all switched to all screens all the
time. My suspicion is that it’s actually kind of a bit of
screen fatigue. That people want to read, but the idea of
doing it on your Kindle or any of the other apps around
involves one more screen, and that is exhausting.”
In addition, Henton thinks the tactile experience
of a physical book may be more of a factor in a time
when physical contact has been so limited.
“Holding an object that’s not going to beep at
you, but that also maybe has a particular smell to the
pages or texture of the paper — I think there may be

something to that, too,” Henton said.
While many classes enforce or suggest books as a
part of the curriculum, some Harding campus members
have enjoyed reading for pleasure throughout the past
year. Senior Raissa Ames said that reading is the single
most important thing that a person can do to liberate
themselves and that reading leads to awareness.
“Reading helps me understand the person that I am
and want to be,” Ames said. “I want to remind people
that it is OK to commit a DNF (Did Not Finish) on
a book they aren’t enjoying. I think a lot of times we
view reading as a chore and something we have to get
through, but reading should be a fun, challenging and
exciting experience, and the sooner a reader realizes
that, the more open they will be to continue.”
Ames said if she could suggest three books to a
friend, they would be “Jane Eyre,” “On Earth We Are
Briefly Gorgeous” and “Freedom Is a Constant Struggle.”
Junior Anna McLain said she likes reading because
it is peaceful and quiet, while still stimulating the mind
and keeping the reader interested.
“It’s a total cliché, but it really does take you to
a different world,” McLain said. “I fell in love with
reading when I was around 10 and started the ‘Harry
Potter’ series. Anyone that knows me knows that I’m
obsessed with it. I related to so many of the characters
in different ways, and the writing was so descriptive
[and] so imaginative that the reader felt like they were
truly in Hogwarts.”
McLain said that if she could suggest three books
to a friend, they would be “Gone Girl,” “The Ballad of
Songbirds and Snakes” and “Girl on the Train.”
Henton’s long list of literary recommendations
included “East of Eden,” “The Poison Wood Bible”
and “Velvet Elvis,” among others.

Students recount hard yet rewarding classes on campus
HOLLAND CHUPEK
student writer
SARA MCCLARAN
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We all have that one class that we dread.
You know, the one that makes you stay up
past 2 a.m., stresses you out with deadlines
and makes you create peer study groups
by sheer necessity. At Harding University,
students from almost all majors can agree
that they have that one class.
Neurophysiology is said to be the bane
of the psychology department. Students
in this class study the biological process of
the brain, and it is difficult simply because
of the intense depth of the science learned.
“I would even say it was one of my
favorites even though it was really hard,”
senior Kathryn Wilkins said. “The information
you learn connects to a lot of other classes. I
always recommend to stay on top of studying
and not to fall behind.”
Moving across campus to the mathematics
department, calculus II is the dreaded class
among students.
“What I’ve learned from this class is
that even though the material might be
hard, you can do it if you put in enough
time and effort to [learn] it,” junior Emily
Collier said. “This class taught me how to
study effectively. I would say I have grown
in the ability to look at things in different
ways and try to problem solve by looking at

the problem at a different angle.”
While Bible is only a single class for most
students each semester, the Bible department
curriculum is not necessarily easy for Bible
and ministry majors. In fact, to better
understand the scriptures of the New
Testament, Bible majors are
required to take three semesters
of biblical Greek.
“While taking
this class, I learned
about the depth of
biblical language
and the beauty
that the
writers wrote,”
junior Haylie
Douglas said.

“I would recommend to use lots of flash
cards and commit the grammar to memory.
Also, remember you are worth more than a
Greek grade on your transcript.”

While most of the computer science courses
are hard in their own ways, senior Adam
Johnson said his most dreaded classes are
software engineering and object oriented
programming (OOP).
“It’s early in the morning, and it’s got a
ton ... of reading,” Johnson said. “There’s
three textbooks for the class, and we read
through the entirety of all of them. The
teacher, Dr. Baird, describes it as drinking
from a firehose.”
OOP, Johnson said, was difficult because
the concepts were often technical and
confusing.
“Make sure you stay on top of the class
— don’t wait until the last minute to do
anything,” Johnson said. “Always give yourself
a couple days ahead of time. There’s so much
information you can’t put it off until the
last minute.”
Criminal justice majors tend to dislike
professional ethics because of the abstract
nature of the subject.
“It’s very frustrating because there is no
right answer,” senior Rachel Dye said. “It’s
not that we don’t like ethics. It’s just that it’s
hard to teach about them and learn about
them because it’s so fluid. I love [criminal
justice]. It’s challenging, but it is worth it
because we are very prepared for the types
of jobs we are going into.”
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